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OUR MISSION 
To nurture people, plants, and 

our planet, one green thumb at 
a time.

OUR VISION 
To solve the world’s food shortage and 

eliminate food deserts by replacing 
recidivism with compassionate 

capitalism and turning entrepreneurs 
in residence into “Agri-preneurs.”

VERTICAL FARMS 
Bringing local, organic, pesticide-free 

produce to urban areas like 
Wilmington, Delaware, 365 days a 

year. Indoor, vertical farming is 
unaffected by weather and provides 
fresh, local produce, while reducing 
carbon footprints created by long-

distance shipping. 

CULTIVATING LIVES 
Our program will train and give skills 
to returning citizens in need, while 

setting them up for a future of self-
sustainability. We hope to transform 
an epidemic of incarceration into a 

workforce of skilled “Agri-preneurs” 
with education, mentorship, and 

employment experience. 
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Join our green collar revolution. 
Second Chances Farm is one of the first social enterprises dedicated to 
nurturing a brighter future for people, plants, and our planet. We are 
passionate about thinking bigger and bolder to challenge the status quo. 
As the size of the global population continues to grow at an exponential 
rate, and our agricultural resources are finite, the only way to grow is up! 

Our scalable, hydroponic, vertical farming solution is designed to break 
the cycle of incarceration through mentorship programs help previously 
incarcerated men and women find a new lease on life. Green collar jobs 
will teach returning citizens, one green thumb at a time, how to run indoor 
farming operations. This Controlled Environment Agriculture farm will 
grow healthy, organic, pesticide, and herbicide-free produce year-round. 

These state-of-the art, LED-lit, stackable plant factories are eco-friendly 
and can save 95% more water and produce 50-100 times more food per 
square foot than traditional outdoor farming. Our ultra-fresh produce, 
cultivated in local communities, will be sold locally at fair prices, while 
reducing pollution caused by agricultural run-off and food transport.  

We are growing plants and people instead of prisoners while creating a 
new crop of Compassionate Capitalists by offering turn-key business 
opportunities without the need for credit or capital. 

“LETTUCE” BREAK THE CYCLE OF 
RECIDIVISM, ONE PLANT AT A TIME.
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Giving returning citizens the deed back to 
their lives with the following: 

• Employment & training 

• Knowledge & Expertise 

• Social/behavioral skills 

• Transportation 

• Path to ownership & equity 

• Hope

We believe vertical farms, located in economically disadvantaged areas, can 
create a new crop of “Green Collar Jobs.” Green Collar Workers can 
become Compassionate Capitalists, one green thumb at a time. 

While the United States holds less than 5% of the world’s population, it has 
almost 25% of the entire world’s prison population. It costs more than 
$43,000 per year to house a prisoner in Delaware. This translates to over 
$282 million in 2017 that tax-payers paid to keep prisoners incarcerated 
in Delaware. The Delaware Criminal Justice Council reports over 70% of 
those released from prison in Delaware will be re-arrested and over 60% 
will return to a prison facility within three years. It is a revolving door not 
just in Delaware, but nationwide.  

When an individual returns from prison, they have repaid their debt to 
society but are not always given the deed back to their life. Without 
opportunities for success in businesses that are legal to operate, many 
returning citizens have trouble reintegrating into society. By training our 
entrepreneurs-in-residence with useful skills and giving them a chance to 
run their own businesses, we hope to plant seeds of success and cultivate a 
new market of “Agri-preneurs” that can bring healthy food to their own 
communities and teach others that are on a similar journey.

SECOND CHANCES + VERTICAL FARMS  = GREEN COLLAR JOBS + COMPASSIONATE CAPITALISM
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BREAKING THE CYCLE 
OF RECIDIVISM
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With 80% of suitable farmland already in 
use, the only way to grow is UP!  

By the year 2050, it is estimated that the world 
population will reach 10 Billion people, 80% of which will 
be living in urban areas. This substantial growth will 
require a 70% increase in crop production and 2.5 Billion 
new acres of farmland - larger than the area of Brazil. We 
are outgrowing our green planet and need a new farming 
solution fast. 

Humans have been growing plants hydroponically (in 
water) almost as long as we have been growing them in 
dirt, but only in the last decade has indoor farming 

technology caught up enough to support efficient and commercially viable plant production for human consumption.  

With the ability to now stack plants like shelves in a factory, we are able to grow 50-100 times more crop per square foot 
than traditional farms. Rapid innovations in LED lighting and other farming technology continuously compound this rise 
in production, allowing for even more crop yield.  

The truly extraordinary advantage of farming indoors is the ability to grow and harvest locally, 365 days per year, in any 
climate, with absolutely zero pesticides or herbicides, making it the freshest, healthiest, and most nutritious organic food 
on earth. It truly is the farming of the future.
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Eco-Friendly  
Hydroponics uses 70 to 95% less 
water than traditional, soil-based 

farming due to reduced 
evaporation and recycling water in 

a closed loop system. When 
coupled with modern innovations 
in structural technology and LED 
lighting, we get vertical farming 

allowing for much more efficiency. 

Innovative  
Nutrient Film Technique (NFT) is 

one of the most effective 
methods of hydroponics. Plants 
are lined in horizontal channels 
and nutrient-rich water from a 

reservoir is pumped periodically 
through the channels, creating a 
thin stream of food for the roots, 

allowing the plants to grow.  

Year-Round Organic 
Although leafy greens are the 

simplest and most cost-effective 
plants for vertical agriculture, 

virtually any crops can be grown 
hydroponically. Some of the most 

common and feasible crops 
include: lettuces, basil + herbs, 
strawberries, peppers, hemp, 

stevia, microgreens, and more.  

FARMING OF THE FUTURE: HYDROPONIC, INDOOR, VERTICAL
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THE ECONOMICS OF A FARM
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For more information about investment opportunities or 
financial inquiries please contact: 

Jon Brilliant 
CFO & Managing Member 

302.438.0766 
jon@secondchancesfarm.com

In addition to the environmental and social 
benefits of Second Chances Farm, there will also 
be financial advantages for prospective investors, 
making this a true socially responsible enterprise.  

Opportunity Funds  

An Opportunity Fund is a new investment 
vehicle created as part of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act of 2017 to incentivize investment in selected 
communities called Opportunity Zones — census 
tracts designated by state and federal 
governments and targeted for economic 
development.  

There are 25 Opportunity Zones in Delaware, 
eight of which are in Wilmington and two in New 
Castle County.  Opportunity Funds allow 
investors to: 

• Defer taxes until 2026 on any recent capital 
gains reinvested into Opportunity Funds. 

• Step up the original basis by 15%. 

• Pay as little as ZERO taxes on potential profits 
if new investment is held for 10 years or more.

OPPORTUNITY ZONES
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Series LLC Structure

Capital Requirements 

 Real Estate:   $350k 
Working Capital: $1.1M 
 CapEx:  $1.9M 

   Total:  $3.35M

Economics of one 10,000 square foot farm:
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